THE VILAYET AND ITS PEOPLE          29
mistrusting strangers, yet born traders; while the Dheranik tribesman has a crisp, short beard, and keeps his straight hair under a tightly-bound turban. He cares little for trade, so long as his crops, under the maritime range, or his flocks and herds on the Tihama plains, hold good, and his escapades have practically scotched the caravan-borne trade of Beit al-Fakih and Zabid with Hodeida.
The Imam's influence need not be considered yet; it is widespread, and embraces widely different people in varying degrees.
We are considering general racial types, and cannot do better than commence from the coast and work inland.
Along the Tihama or littoral belt the natives are slightly built, and dark, with a strong negroid taint due to concubinage with female domestic slaves. Once this strain was established the intermarriage of its individuals became regular. Quadroon girls are frequently wedded by Arabs, though no girl of pure Arab stock would be given in marriage to a mulatto, still less to a negro, except to make a much-monied match. Islam boasts of equality among its races, but draws the line at that, though manumitted slaves frequently attain positions of wealth and trust. I could mention a case at Hodeida, where a portly slave, who wears with pride the title of Hajji (as a bona-f.de pilgrim), was appointed executor under the will of his late master. He administers the estate for several minors, and handles with energy and acumen the testator's business as coffee-merchant and broker.
The Arab merchant-class in all the towns of Yamen is chiefly of Ishmaelite type, immigrants of the later stock, tall men, wearing the long robes, usually associ-